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CONTRIBUTION TO NMFS ANNUAL REPORT

. . A
In response to a growing interest in the resources of the'.reia-

tively untouched Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (N'i'IHI_),‘..thé' Honolulu
Laboratory recently began planning to ga.ther' ecological information

. to formulate management decisions on the long—range use of a,q'_uatic
resources a.nd the protection of. the a.qua.tic and terrestria.l resources
of these islands. With the exception. of Mid:uay Isla.nds, which a.:r:e
under the Jurisdiction of the IU 3. Departnent of Defse, the isiands_
ccmprising the HWHI including Nihos, Necker Isla.nd., French Frige.te
Shoals with La Perouse: Pi.m:acle., Gardner: P:Lnnacles, Ka.ro Reef, Laysa.n _
Islana' Lisianski Island, Pearl and. Hemea"Reef, and Kure Island, are
undu' the m:[nistratlon and Juriadict:.on of the State of Ha.uaii.
Kore is a. designated State Wildlife Refuge anﬂ. is managed by the

State of Hawaii. However, the balance of the HHHIﬁa.sdegisnated .
national -wild.l:;fé refuge in 1909, and as such are currently under the
edministration and :jurisd.iction of the U.5. Fish and H’:lldlife Service.
Because of the overlapping interesta and. Jurisdictions, a Tripartite
Cooperative Agr'eement among the National Ma.rine Fisherieg Service, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the State of Ha.waj.i iz being
negotiated to provide a detailed survey snd assessment of the bioLog-
ical resources of the NWHI. The Homolulu La.'bora.torjr will assume the.
lead role in the mplementation of the sgreement and has d.es:n.gnated. a
coordinator for the study. The Honolulu Lsboratory will a;Lso ha.ve the
responsibility to_ survey and assess the insular, seamount, and pelagic
and other fish resources of the area. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service will. be responsible for the survey and assessment of the
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terrestrial resources, and the Hawaii State Division of Fish and Game
will have the responsibility for the fishery resources of the "nearshore

zone," which includes the splash zone and the underwater srea from the
shoreline to about 20 m from shore.
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